"CURTIS"

* " confessed " that he was a German soldier; actually he
had spent very few years in his own country, most of them
without employment, until the outbreak of War. He
was only twenty-three years old, a completely contemptible,
cowardly type, and had no hesitation, in an extremity of
terror, in offering his services to England now that he
was caught. During the trial by court martial, however,
he bore himself well, encouraged by Curtis, though since
he had admitted both his German nationality and his
intention to work as a spy in England, there was little
defence available, and his counsel could do no more than
put forward in extenuation the plea of his youth and his
inexperience, the fact that he had done no harm, and
that he had been more or less forced into this occupation.
These pleas were of no avail, and Rosenthal was one of
the youngest spies to be executed in this country, being
hanged at the Tower, owing to the military exercises then
taking place within the confines. Before his death he
tried twice to hang himself in his cell, and was dragged
to the scaffold crying his innocence and protesting his
willingness to do any service for England in return for
freedom. Even the defence of such a man was an un-
pleasant task, and Curtis was not anxious to repeat the
experience. But in the autumn, after a busy fortnight
in which seven spies were caught, he defended two men
of dramatically differing temperaments. Among the riff-
raff sent to England by Germany as " agents," there was
hardly one per cent who were considered in the Father-
land as "gentlemen," Lody being a shining exception
to the general rule. The majority were poorly-paid,
ill-equipped mercenaries who had never deserved a

jo